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KIMBERLEY FLOODS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.04 pm]: I would like to rise briefly to 
support the comments of Hon Kyle McGinn. We all saw that dreadful footage of the floods up in the Kimberley 
and the damage that was caused. Miraculously, no lives were lost; that is the most important thing of all. Yes, there 
is a lot of work to do to rebuild roads, infrastructure and communities, but I think we have done remarkably well 
so far. 

I want to give a very special shout-out to all our Department of Fire and Emergency Services volunteers who were 
on the ground up there at the time. Some spent days in boats ferrying people around, while others came in to 
support our healthcare workers and ensure that people did not get sick in the aftermath of the flooding, when there 
was a high risk of disease. They are all wonderful people and they did an outstanding job up there. The Department 
of Education is getting kids back to school. It is really important that we do not have that disruption as well. 
Main Roads Western Australia crews have been working around the clock for weeks to get the road to Derby open. 
That was really important because we can now get to Fitzroy Crossing. The contractors and businesspeople in those 
communities and outlying communities have also helped. Everybody has pitched in. That is the Western Australian 
way: we all get together and pitch in. Countless volunteers helped as well, and we thank them all very much for 
everything they have done. 

We have come a long way but there is a long way to go. These communities have never seen flooding like this 
before; it was over two metres higher than previously recorded river heights. That was extraordinary. I think we 
will have to get used to these more extreme weather events as our climate changes. 

Along the theme of Hon Dan Caddy’s statement, I also think it is important that people get around this appeal. 
There have not been a lot of donations to the Kimberley flood victims through the Lord Mayor’s appeal and other 
appeals, so I encourage people to donate to not only the tragedies that we are seeing overseas, but also, if they can, 
these causes. It is really important that we get Fitzroy Crossing and surrounding communities back on their feet as 
soon as we can. 

Statement 

HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.06 pm]: I was not going to make a contribution tonight, 
but I felt compelled to do so after the contributions from Hon Kyle McGinn and Hon Darren West about the 
Kimberley. I was in Fitzroy Crossing with Hon Peter Foster last Sunday to look at the town and assess some of 
the damage. I would like to extend a thank you to Minister Stephen Dawson for allowing us to go up there to look 
at the town and see some of the damage and meet with the locals firsthand, because once you are on the ground, it 
gives you a really good indication of how the response is going. We can sit behind a desk and read all the news 
reports we want, but actually being there makes a big difference in understanding the situation that is unfolding. 

It is obviously a very politicised issue and I am not going to weigh in on one side or the other right now, but from 
what I saw on the ground, and as has been said, the Department of Fire and Emergency Services volunteers and 
the agency itself have done a fantastic job. I was very impressed with the professionalism of the people I saw on 
the ground in terms of not only their emergency response, but also the culturally appropriate dialogue they were 
engaging in to try to rebuild the town and put in some appropriate mechanisms to ensure that if we do see another 
once-in-a-generation flood within a generation, the town will be well equipped. From what I saw in the few hours 
I spent on the ground, the town seems to be coming back to life, as it were. However, once you go and look at the 
buildings and the properties, you see where the water level came to throughout the entire town. It really was 
something else to witness; it was chest height in a lot of areas. Most years, the water level peaks around 12 metres, 
and a lot of locals go to the bridge as it is quite a sight to see. Once it hits 15 metres, the entire town is under water. 
As Hon Darren West said, it is thanks to a few Department of Fire and Emergency Services volunteers who were 
thankfully on the ground that no lives were lost. They should really be commended. The media is very quick to 
talk about the tragedies of these events, but we do not hear the opposite of that, which is the lives saved. I spoke 
to Richard, a DFES volunteer, who spent three days on his boat rescuing people. There were reports of cows on roofs 
and crocodiles in people’s homes, and throughout all that, for days and days, DFES volunteers were in boats rescuing 
people. It was great to be on the ground to see it. 
Obviously, the initial flurry that we see in these emergency responses has finished. There is an order of seniority 
that we see in these kind of events. The Prime Minister was on the ground, the Premier was on the ground and 
then federal ministers were on the ground. We got the shadow ministers, and then the backbenchers and the lonely 
crossbenchers coming in. Mary Aitken, one of the elders who I met there said, “I’ve never met so many ministers 
in my life.” As I said to Mary, I hope she does not have to meet as many ministers again as she had over the last week 
or so. Hopefully, all those media appearances and handshakes translate to goodwill and good outcomes for that 
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community. It is good to be on the ground. I think we all need to stay engaged with the rebuild of the town, because 
this is not going to go away overnight.  

House adjourned at 10.11 pm 
__________ 
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